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We have received numerous, very generous offers by brigades and 
individual personnel around the country to help in Christchurch 
with the aftermath of the 22 February quake.  Your support is 
sincerely appreciated.

At this time, the Christchurch Incident Management Team is 

to numbers and skills is deployed and mobilised in the city, in both 
operational and supporting roles. 

The Christchurch disaster is a unique situation.  It calls for the 
need to balance the number of personnel on the ground, and 
that of overseas contingents who are contributing the specialist 
skills we need at this particular time, with the ability of the 
city’s infrastructure to accommodate those personnel and allow 
them to effectively carry out their work.  This includes providing 
shelter, food and water, as well as transport and other specialised 
equipment and services. 

Although Christchurch’s needs are great, it is also important that 
we ensure we can retain optimum operational readiness and 
emergency response to any other major emergency that may 
occur at any time in any other part of the country.  In short, our 
response must be measured and balanced. 

All enquiries from stations and brigades should be channelled 

through the nominated regional representatives listed as follows:

Auckland:  Regional Emergency Operations Centre      
  (REOC) 

Bay-Waikato:  Brent Mortenson / Helen Foster

Eastern:  Charlie Turei / Gina Dwyer

Arapawa: Ray Kennedy / John Jackson

Transalpine: Duty Area Manager

Comcens: Comcen Duty Manager

I take this opportunity to thank all staff: volunteer, paid and 
administrative, and especially the families of those personnel 
deployed to Christchurch.  Your support has been quite 
overwhelming.

Christchurch Emergency Resourcing Needs
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UFBA Benevolent 

Earthquake Appeal 
Going Global
Already the New Zealand Fire Service 
Commission and many brigades 
and individuals around the country 
have generously rallied around the 

Earthquake Appeal.  Now the UFBA is 

and rescue community while continuing 
to promote within New Zealand.

community has taken a huge interest 
in the disaster in Christchurch,” says 
George Verry, UFBA Chief Executive 

from around the world expressing good 

earthquake.”

assistance, and we expect that will 
continue as our people, who have been 
hard at work, begin to assess how the 
quake has affected their families, their 
livelihoods, and their posessions.”

accepting credit card payments through 
our website, and we believe donations 
from overseas will put us in a position to 
do more for those in need.”

Bank of New Zealand (BNZ) has come 
on board to support the fund, and will 
be waiving all transaction fees so that 
100% of funds can go directly to the 

in September, a joint welfare group 
consisting of representatives of both the 
New Zealand Fire Service and United 

manage welfare initiatives.  

That arrangement has now been 
reinforced and the welfare group will 
continue to work alongside the UFBA 
Benevolent Fund trustees to administer 

Earthquake Appeal.  

Donate to the UFBA Benevolent Fund 

you’d like to pay by electronic transfer, cheque, or credit card.  If you can’t 
access the website, contact Jane on 04 237 2683 or jane@ufba.org.nz to 
request a paper form.  

Electronic Payments may be made to the UFBA Benevolent Fund 

Cheques

Or talk to your employer about making a payroll donation.  

Go to www.ufba.org.nz
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Brigades Do Their Part to Raise Funds for Christchurch

Only a week after the devastating earthquake, fundraisers are already in full swing at brigades throughout the country.  

The UFBA has gotten wind of a few brigades that are raising money to contribute to the UFBA Benevolent Fund 

the bottom of the South were chomping at the 
bit to get there, to be on the ground supporting 
their Canterbury counterparts in their time of 
need.  

country to Christchurch would be impossible 
and impractical.  But there are other ways to 

it most, and brigades around the country are 
already setting the wheels of their fundraising 
campaigns in motion.

Kumeu VFB to Donate John Key 
“Doodle”
A week before the earthquake, Prime Minister 

Kumeu Volunteer Fire Brigade fundraiser.  
The brigade had originally intended to auction 
it at their annual hoe down event.  

But after the quake struck, SSO Simon Shields went 
to visit his mother who resides in Christchurch and 
witnessed the destruction there.  So the brigade decided 
to put it toward the fundraising efforts of the UFBA 

Shields says after getting it framed, he intends to auction 
it off on Trade Me.  

supportive of our brigade,” says Shields.  “Usually he 

raise quite a bit of money for Christchurch.”

Hitting the Streets “Works a Treat” for 

Ngongotaha Volunteer Fire Brigade had a sausage 
sizzle already scheduled for last weekend to raise funds 

Newcombe and his members quickly changed their focus                      
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To Christchurch, 
With Love

rescue organisations around the world.  
These messages are, and will continue 
to be posted on the UFBA website as 
they are received.

Chairman

- Cameron Black, World 
Rescue Organisation

those who are missing or have lost loved 

so yesterday was very long for everyone 

- 

 
Fire & Rescue, United Kingdom                        

Continued on page 6... 

SEND A 
MESSAGE

about them by adding a message our online message board.  
Go to www.ufba.org.nz and follow the link on the home page.  
Then add your words of support to the comment box at the 

to raising money 

continued on with their sausage sizzle, 
but also hit the town with buckets 
asking for donations.

the expenses of the sausage sizzle,” 
Newcombe said.  “And that money will 
all go to the UFBA Benevolent Fund 

He also provided some advice for other 
brigades looking to raise money for the 
cause: “Standing on a street corner with 
a bucket works a treat.”

Newcombe said 11 members of the 
brigade took part - working between 

taking a three-hour break before hitting 
the nightclubs, with donation buckets 
in hand.

“The generosity of time and money 

brigade and other brigades and 
individuals throughout the country 
means a lot,” said UFBA Chief 

who are struggling for various reasons 
right now, and every donation counts.”

STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS 
The latest on UFBA Benevolent Fund Claims…

Ten days since the big quake, and the Benevolent Fund has helped more than 

Trustee Alan Cockburn has taken on something of a “roaming commission” 
— receiving claims and arranging payments.  He is working on behalf of the 
Benevolent Fund to handle Christchurch claims on funds donated by UFBA 

typically no place to live, no ready cash, or they have to send children to 
distant relatives because they have no water, power, or sewerage.”  

this last major event will be much higher – reason enough for brigades to 
contribute.”
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Important Notice On 

UFBA Events

The recent earthquake in Christchurch has affected 
the level of resources and personnel available for 
upcoming events.  As such, the UFBA is in the 
process of reassessing its events schedule.  The 
dates and locations of events may change, and 
members will be advised as soon as changes are 

check the UFBA website regularly for updates: 
www.ufba.org.nz.  Email events@ufba.org.nz if you 
have any questions.  

To Christchurch, With Love (Continued)

 - Ron Mark, Mayor of Carterton

Australasian Road Rescue Organisation

 
Australasian Assembly of Volunteer Fire Brigade Associations

property show great sympathy and condolences to those who have lost 

- 
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NZFBI Five-Minute Quiz

at and will 
appear in next month’s newsletter.

State what the driver of an operational vehicle must carry 

at all times?

ambulance under lights and siren?

State the maximum permitted speed for a heavy 

operational vehicle on the open road responding to an 

emergency.

State the maximum permitted speed in a 50km/h zone 

while responding to an emergency.

State the maximum permitted speed in a temporary speed 

zone (road works, school zone, etc.)  while responding to 

an emergency.

State the speed required at intersections controlled by 

lights, stop signs or give-way signs.

State when a NZFS driver can use a hand-held cell phone.

State the maximum number of BA cylinders that may be 

transported in a NZFS vehicle other than a BA Tender.

 How many persons are permitted to be carried in a NZFS 

vehicle?

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

ANSWERS TO THE FEBRUARY 
QUIZ:

temperature at which the air/fuel mixture will ignite 
spontaneously without the application of a spark or pilot 

REMINDERS TO ALL BRIGADES:

Claim Your Brigade’s Old Conference 
Nameplate

dispose of them.  Contact events@ufba.org.nz to put a 
request in.

Celebrating a Centennial, Jubilee, or 
Other Special Event?

event to our website calendar so that the information 
is available to all brigades.  Submit your event 
information, including date, time, location, and details  
to rolls@ufba.org.nz. 

March Service Honours
Congratulations to the following recipients of UFBA Gold 

 Wayne Colin Cooper, Carterton

 John  Kelso, Mangakino

 Robert Emmett Garvey, Hawera

 Mervyn Craig Watt, Hawera

 James Donald Hazlett, Ranfurly

Congratulations also to Brian William Vincent of Opunake, 

Have a Story to Share With the 

news@ufba.org.nz. 

Receive the UFBA Newsletter 
Straight to Your Email Inbox
Just sign up as a member of the UFBA website, and 

the newsletter.  

Sign up at www.ufba.org.nz/user/register.



The UFBA is proudly supported by:

United Fire Brigades’ Association 

86 Main Road 

Tawa, Wellington 5028

Phone:  04 237 0265

Services Community 

our website 

Have you been affected by the 

earthquake?

If you need assistance, please get in touch.  You can 

Or call:


